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He night of Apoſtacy havivg overſpread the eart 
the daikneſs of it having covered the people , the wiſ- 
dome below hath ſought our many Inventions, and the 
i name of Chriltians have been caken vp from ſomething 
obſerved which the wiſdome below hath invented; and with this 
varne p2ople ate fatisfied, though from the life they be alienated, 
and ſuch are Gentiles who know not God , bur are ſeperated from 
him, throvgh the darkneſs thar is in them; andwhillt chey profeſs 
to know God,and to worſhip him,taey are ignorant of him, and in 
works denies him & chough they have taken vpon themſelves che 
name of Chriſtians , yec they are not changed from the Gentiles 
nature. byt abides in darkneſs and walkes in darkneſs, and knows 
not whither they go, becauſe that darkneſs hath blinded their 
minds, 2nd ſuch errs from the way of truth, notwithlianding they 
poefels a Chiillian Nare, and a Chrittian worſhip, and the light of 
th2 gloriovs Goſpel of Chriſt is hid from rheirezes, and they do 
not know'the fellowſhip of the Goſpel , bir walks in their own 
way, and follows the devicesot their own hearts, and worſhips the 
works of their own hands after the manner of the Gentiles , and 
though that which may be known of God be manif?{t in them , 
yer they like not co retain Godin their knowledge , bur likes ro : 
retiin their own inventions better, and (ſo rhey forſake rhe Fo'n- 
tain of living water, and hews to themſelves broken Cilierns 'thac 
can hold no water, and this brings a famine vpon the land becavſe 
people feels not the Lo:d, nor the ſprings of his refreſhings, an 
choveh they may aſſemble together andtic before him 2s his peo- 
ple, yet their hearts are not. rowards him, and therefore tn yain 
they worſhip him : Now foraſmuch as chat waich may be known 
of God is manifeſt tn people, and that both Jew and Gent | 
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enlightened wich the light of Ctirift, and chat there is no reſpect of 
perſons with Go1., then thac which is manifeſt from God within 
people is to be chiefly -minded in irs manifeſtation, for ſee1ng 
chat none can know God bur by the Revellation of Jeſus Chritt, 
anJ chat none can witneſs ſalvation but by the power of Ch: tit, 
then is everyone tomindthaclight- with which Chiift-enhghtens 
them, thar by the manifellation of ic they may know God , and 
worſhip him as he 1s God , for as the light cores from God , fo 
doth ic give the knowledge of Godin the hearts of all thac beleive 
in it, and thzre 15 noc avy chat are true. Chriſtians until they be- 
jeivein che light which 1s manifeſt from God wichinthem., for as 
the Apolialtie 13 entred , andthe darkneſs overſpread , ſo wich the 
lighc that ſhines 1n the heart 15 darkneſs expelled , and then the 
"lizht doth give the knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of 
Chcilt Jeſus, and inche lighc chus ſhining che Lord is known and 
rruely worſhip?d , for as blindneſs hath hipned in parc unto the 
Jews, until che falnzſs of che Gentiles bz b:ought in', the Lord 
willing to make known his loveing kindneſs unto a people that 
ſought him not , and chat they might be his p2ople which were 
not his people, and thar both Jews and Gentiles in fulneſs of time 
might be gathered together in on2, even in Chriſt, ſo doth his 
power work both in Jews and Gentiles who in his light beleive ; 
by which power they come to be changed from all things which, 
they have outwardly obſerved, and comes to bz renewed in the 
ſpirics of their minds, and to feel thz inward man reſtored into 
Chriſt, who of twain maketh one n2w man in himſelf and ſo ma- 
keth peace, for heis not a Jew which 1s one ourward , neither is 
circumciſion that of the fleſh, buthe is a Jew whick is one inward, 
and circumciſion is that of the heart, which is wrought by che pow- 
erof Gods. ſpirit within man , and there is the ſeed of Abraham 
known both in Jew and Gentile, for the love of God doth nni- 
verſally ſpread abrqad unto all Nations, Kindreds and People, and 
in every Nation hgghat feareth God and workerh Righteouſneſs 
18 accepted of him, and Chritiinity doth nor lye in any outward 
obſervation, nor in any particular form which in any Nation , or 
amongl(t any people is ſer up', but 1c 1s in Chcitt the ſeed, andif 
any man be in Chriſt he is a nzw creature, and a a new creature is 
_ a Chriſtian, for Chrilt is his life , andrthis is that which hath been 
witneſſed by all the holy men of God in ages paſt, who were per- 
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P rakers of che Divine nature, and bad all chings therein given theni 
T thar pzreained tolife and godlinzſs, and these is none cancome to 
a Chriitian tare, bur who comes to the light which trom the life is 

| made manitfeit, for the lights given of God to ſeach our all in- 
vented wayes and formed works, and wich che light they are all 
j\ reproved, and that which makes chem manifeſt . and reprowes 
them, that is the way which leads our of then , and as the teſti- 
mony of it 1s received, ſo all invented waies and formed works 
comes to be denied , and the mind comes actually to be diſpo- 

ſed inthe leadings of the light in its own way, and then the judge- 
rent riſes 1n the power, whict caſts our the Idol , and deftroyes 

the invencor, and they both tall rogether by the work of che pow- 

er, and then the nature of the Heathen dies, and Chriſt appears in 

the glory of his own life, and tranſlates the beleiver into-the im- 
mage of his own likeneſs, and that 1s a chriſtian (ate in which 
man comes 1nto unton with Chrilt, and lives the life of Chiiſt, and 
there the Jew and the Gentile is made one, and comes into the 

. fellowſhip of the Goſpel, and Chritt 1s then felt who is a chriſtians 
nature, and from the nacure there is fruit produced in love , and 
peace, and meekne(s, and gentlene(s, and that whi:h doth nor 
bear this fruit ic 13 none of Chciſts, for all Nirife, and envy, and nia- 

lice is from the darkneſs, and they rhar live in ſuch things are noc 
Chritiians, thovgn they may take the name vpon them, but they 

are in th2 Heathensnature, where God they know not ,and ſuch 

; dqd:{oyes one another, who aremot in the love , and peac2 231 
| | m.iry ot the ſpirit . for where the ſpicit 1s not received the fruit of 
i: cannot be manifeſted, and therefore every mans way , ſeeming 

, riohcin his own eyes, he wanld have all to walk with him in bis 
\ _- parh, and there riſes all contention from mens own opinions, for 
l which they per{ecute and deſtrotes one another about theirRelign- 
| - on, bur the lite of a chrili1an 1s not ſo ; forthe birth bo:n of Gnd is 
| love, and love thinketh no ill, but is kind and courteons, and gen- 
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F. tlzcowards all men, and theyThat are born ofthis life they are rrve 
) chrifiians , and their life doth manifeſt their nature , and rhongh 
F--* they be hated and wronged they do not ſeek revenge ,*and though 
| 


they be reviled they do not tevile again, but endures patiently, 
and waits to ſee the copverfion of theirenzmies, for chritiiansne- 
ver perſecuted any but hath alwayes been perſecured by the Apo- 
Rates , Wito havecloathed chemfetves with che name of Chyſti-, 
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ans; andic hath eyer been a mark of a true Diſciple of Chriſt co 
be hated and perſecuted for his names ſake , and whoſoever will 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus muR ſuffer perſecution , bur whoſoever 
doth live godly in Chriſt Jeſus doth nor perſecute any , for it is 
contrary to their life, for they that are born of God, they have the 
mind of Chriſt, and in his life they hold forth their reſtimony in 
all long-ſuffering, meekneſs and patience, not ftcivingnor reſifting 
nor reverging, but loving, and praying , and bleſſing , and in this 
a chriſtian life 1s manifeſted, and the heath2ns life 1s judged and 
condemned, for who are guided by the ſpiric of GoJ they donor 
perſecute any, thovgh.;they be contrary minded , bur in all meck- 
neſs and gentleneſs they labour in love, and ſeeks ro win then un- 
rothe truch which they are partakers of , and by ſoundneſs of 
dodarine and holineſs of life, they hold forth their cellimony, and 
this manife(ts a chriſtian life , where love and good will is held 
forth unto all people, and his lite is fas from perſecuting any , for 
| it can love an enemy, and as there can be no perfe&t unity nar fel- 
lowſhip but 1n the ſpirir of God, ſo they thar are gnided by the 
ſpirit andlives in it, they labour in love to gather others into fel- 
lowſhip with them, for what can perſecution do to the changing 
and renewing the mind of a man, it cannever work reformation 
inthe hearr,though it may force the ontward man to conform in 
practiſesfor ir is only the love which overcometh and pzrſwadeth 
the mind into the way of rruth, and chough perſecution may pre- 
: vail oyer ſome asto make them conform in praiſe, yer ir doth 
. - not make chem Chriſtians, neither doth it caſt our herehe , where 
| any is found in ſuch a ſtate; and what advantage hath the perſecu- 
rors by forcing contrary minds inco their praQtiſe and worſhip , 
whileſt ſuch is not in their own hearts reformed thereunto, and to 
force a conformity when in heart people is nor reformed, it is bur 
ro make a hypocrite, forifa man he not perſwaded in his own 
heare that thepraRtiſe which he obſerverh is according to truth , he 
can never joynin unity with ſuch asare ſo perſwaded, though he 
may conform his body totheir obſervation - Then foraſmuch as 
perſecution cannot make a chriſiian, neither caſt our herehie where 
It is, then it would be more commendableto ler perſecution ceaſe, 
ſeeing that it doth notmanifeſt a chrifiian life in praRiſe , neither 
canmake achriſtianby ſuch a practiſe, therfore ler every one waire 
ro be gatheredin the ſpiric of life and loye in which there is no 
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pe: ſecntion, but peace and uniry, and proſperity every way , {6: it 
ever hath b2en and is the ruine of pe5ple and nations where any 
Religion hath beenendeavonred to be promoted by pzrſecution, 
and ſuch as have endeavoured it have ever fallen init, but could 
nevere{iabliſh chemſeives by it, and ſo the fall of one hath been 
the tiſe of another, and thele things brings deſolation and not 
eace, 
Objeion. But if any ſhall ſay that people and nations og ht t9 
be kept in order, 1 matter of warſhip , according to the preſent conſfti- 
tutions of the laws of that nation wherein they live, 

Anſw, It 1s the ſpiric of G24 char ordereth all inthe worſhip of 
God, and they that are not ordered by che ſpiric of God th2y are 
in diſorder, however they may conforme cothar worſhip which by 
the laws of any nations ſerup, and ifthe worſhip be nor pertor- 

2dinrhe ſpirit of God, it 15 not th2 worſhip of God, n2uhzr is 
that order inthe o:der of £99, for God 1s worſhipzd in che ſpirit 
only, and not by the conſtraint of the conſiitution of any nation 
law, and when people are guided by rhe ſpirit of God, then they 
are 2uided in good order, and edifies and comforts on2 another , 
and dwells rogether in the love, and peace, and nnicy of the ſpi- 
ric, and ſo they are under the lay of che [ptcic, which only hath 
power to order the conſcience, and not the law of any nation in 
things pertaining to the worſhip of God, ſoas the ſpirit comes to 
he received andthe teftimony of ir obeyed, then by the ſpirit the 
mind of manis diſpoſed in love and peace, and m2ekne(s , and 
godlineſs, and thar is good order, and again{t ſuch there is no law, 
for the birth born of God hath love to all people, and it is this 
day manifeſted amongſt a poor and an afflited remnant whom 

the Lord hath raiſed in his power, and choſen to himſelf, who 
are by ſuch as are ſtrangers to theiclife reproachfully called Qu4- 
kers,though they have a name viven them which no ranger can 
read, for the Lord hath raiſed them in his own name , and the 
nam of Jefus 1s their life, andir is a name which is above every 
name, and a name unto which every knee muſt bow , and they 
beare his name inall long ſuffzring and patience , and follows his 
teadings in all gentleneſs, and meekneſs, and with his name they 
are cloathed as wirh a garment, for they are of him and they live 
unto him, and the fruic of his own life declares his prayſes,he hath 
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appeared for them inthe day o: their diitreſs, ard he hath heſped 
them when there was none to pitry them , and by the arm of his 
power hz latch rated chem, and they are his peop:e, and they da:e 
nat deny him, bur are 1n love with him and keeps his Commande- 
ments, and he prepares their way for them, and leads them inir 
with joy of heact, and thovgh tribulation do atrend them, yet with 
his-powe:r he preſerves them, and they are pot weary though there 
race be long ; Sodoth the Lord our Cod give unto vs his peace in 
all char he calls nsro, and we defire thar all might be pertakers 
with us, which we know none can that ſet theniſelves againſt 
rs, and as the Lord hath wrovght his own work in ns, and hath 
changed rs from that nature.1n which we ſometimes lived, ſo we 
are conlirained to ſerve him and worihip him 1Þ the fpric in which 
he hach gathered us, and as the cane 1* his own, ſo we commiric 
to him, who is able to defend ir, ard :o preſerve us inic, and we 
muſt confeſs it before men, and we know that w2 ſhall never be 
aſhamed of onr tefiimony, for that of God ip every conſcience is 
our witneſs how unblamably we have behaved our ſelves, and how 
throvgh all our ſvfferings and haidf}.ips we have borrce and endu- 
red wich patience, and have not at any time taken advantage 
againſt thoſe who without law have wronged us, but have in onr 
innocency been willing to bear the reproach of thoſe that have re- 
proached us , and ro endurethe hard afflictions of thoſe that have 
afflited us , and it 1s well known that we have nor ar any time 
ſorght an occaſion againlt thoſe that have dealr crvelly with us,bur 
have ſonghr theiretetnal good ; and it is alfo well known that we 
have not behavedour ſelves ciſorderly or tumulcnorly among any 
people, butin all ſobriety, mecknets and fear, we have held forth 
our teſtimony, and hav- laboured in the work of the Goſpel ,'thar 
a'l might be gathered intothe fellowſhip 9f ir?, and come to ihe 
enjoyment of the love and peace that is init, and in theſe things 
we have manifeſted a chriſtian life , in its nature , which isa ſtate 
beyond rhe Jews and Gentiles, and Apoſiates , whoare not yer at- 
rained unto the glorious Reſurrection of Chriit, nor to the my ſte- 
ry of the fellowſhip of the Goſpel , and as ye have received Chiilt 
eſus the Lord, ſo do we walk in him, and are rooted and groun- 
ded in his love, and by his power we are preſerved to abide faith - 
ful, andto perſeyerc in the work unto which he hath called vs, and 
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by how much we are afflicted for his ſake , by ſo mach the more 
Goth h2 cauſe his joy to ſp:ing and abound tn oa hearts, fo chat 
195 'ghw2 bz afflicted, yer we are not cat dawn, and though w2 be 
perſecured yet we are n3t forſaken, for che Lord is with us in all 

ur tryale, and in faithfalnzſs he performs his promi.e , even as 
with his ſeed of old, ſo that when we paſs th:ongh the fice he1s 
wich us, and when we 20 through the water 1t doth not ove: flow 
ns, for the Lord is our Rock andrefuge, and by him alone we are 
ſaved asit 1s ac this day ; Therefore ye people b:hofd a chrifiian 
life, which in this day is manifetted as in times ofold, for the Lord 
hach raiſed a p2ople who are of the ſeed of Abraham, and he eſta- 
b!i;heth his covenant with them for ever, and he hath ſ.idin his 
counſel , ſurely in bleſſing I will bleſs them, and in multiplying I 
will mulciply chem, and cheir branches ſhall ſpread abroad, andchey 
ſhall floartth as plants of my own hand, and will pinck vp the 
wild plants from amongſt them , and will lay wail the bryars and 
thorns that troubles them, and they ſhill g-ow in my tove and iy- 
creaſe in my life , for I am their God and they are my people , and 
all generations ſhall call them bleſſed - Now foraſmuch as theſe 
things are ſo, andrhat the Lord hath called ns nnto pe..ce, and the 
truic of his ſpur doth ſo man! elt ic ſelf through ns; then why is it 
that we bear the affliion of this preſent time ? for as we folllow 
peace with all men, and walks blameleſly towards all men, ſo 
onght we to receive encouragement 1n the ſame, and nor to be op- 
prefled for our obedience unto God , for as the life rhat we live 15 


the life of Chriſt, ſo it is nor in our own power to make choice of any thing F 


in ur ewn wills, bur as we have xeccived Chriſt, and lives in his life , ſo by 
him alone we are diſpoſed, and it is his leadings that we follow, & we know 
his way is peace, and his life erernal reſt : Thereto e all pevple of all ſorts, 
waitc in the light te know a chriſtian life, and content not your ſelves with 
a chriſtian name, for except you be regenerated and born again , you can- 
not enter into the kingdom? of God , and howſoever you may be cloathed 
with the name of chiiſtians, yet whileſt the Heathen nature lodgerh in you 
the uncleanneſs remains upan youzand your chriſtian name will leave you in 
the day of your calamity, and then you will ſee the want of a chriſtian na- 
rure, and ſo if whilſt you ſeem to be ſomerhing in a chriſtian name you be 
found nething in a chriſtian nature, you do bur deceive your ſclyes in your 
imaginations; and gow the day of the Lord ſhines forth , and the Lght of ic 
ſpreads abroad, and he is gathzring the ſcatrered in the covenant of his life 
and with the light of his day he is viſiting the Nations, and ke proclaims his 
ſalyation in the word of his: power , and chat is his living teſtimony in every 


man 


man, andthe witngſs of ic is rrue and faithful , and tato this muſt every man 
eurn his mind, if ey<r hs come to have lite in Chriſt , or c:me to witnels a 
chriſtian ſtare, and therefoze every one is to bow unto that which"reproves 
chem, fur anger, and envy and malice, and deceir, for that is Gods witnels 
whoſe word is Fife, and let your car be open to its counſel , and caſt got be- 
hind you its holy ceftimony, bur enclinc with dilligence, and obey it mith 
carctulacſs, thar by ic you may be lead our of all your own wayes where you 
are ſcattered, & may come into unity and fcllowthip with thoſe who atc by 
it gathered, and ſo worſhip God in his living ſpirit in which there is no con- 
demnar ion, and thete you will know a chriſtian life by tranflarion , & then 
you will ceaſe from perſecution , and live in love and peace and un'ty with 
thoſe that vocy the goſpel, 2nd where there is unity ther is no perſecution 5 
$2 all Rules, Teachers and People, be ſober and m2derate , and Jet nou ins 
nocent chiiftians be the obj & of your ſ{:verity , bur wait for the day of re- 
de'nprion which is come, and is yet coming, that you may all fee! the pow- 
er of God to change your hears, who hath all hearrs in his hand , aad thar 
the weight of Gods power may go over all thar in you which at any time 
provokes you io anger and evil will, and draws you to exerciſe cruelty upon 
the meek of the caith, and that ir may all be ſubdued and bearen down in- 
to the obedience of Chriſt , that the low meck humble ſpiric inay ariſe in 
you, and by its own power diſpoſe you and order you , for this is the day of 
the Lords gathering, though it be a day of ſore afi.Qion, and though many 


be yet a far off, yer is the Lord ama, Sang in, for the cordsof his love is 


very ſtrong, and he is gathcring rogether in one, even in Chriſt, in whoſe 
love and life many are ſer down in reſt , and inherits the riches of his grace 
in heavenly places, and many are diawing nigh to their hab ication , who 
have been wandring as ſheep withour a ſkepheard, bur now are reru1ning tv 
the ſh:pheard and Biſhop of rheir ſouls . whoſe paſtures are freſh and green, 
with which he doth ſatizfi: every breathing ſoul that cannor live by any 0- 
ther food, So if you will hear and obcy Gods ſpirit in yeur ſelves ,then may 
you do well, and may cone into unity and felowth:p with us , who of the 
ſpiric are b5:n, and loves the Lord Jeſus Ch iſt in finceriry, bur if you reſuſe 
th: heavenly call of Gods huly lIpiric in your conic:enc? , and will not core 
unto us who in the ſpirit of life and bond of peacc are united, bur yer ſay in 
your hearts th:t you will make us come unto you, then do you deceive your 
{elves with an uncercain hope, for as we abide in the life in which we atc ga- 
thered, and in which we have fellowſhip with God and one another, 3: is 
moR certain thar if you will not come unto u> we can never return unto you, 
and foraſmuch as God in his mercy hath manifcſted his life in us, ia is our 
belc it in it, and our teflimony is unto it, and the life that we now live is by 
th: faith of the ſon of Gad, and the dearneſs of his love is more pretious un- 
cous then all p2rithing things, and in his power we wait to be preſci ved, in 
whoſe life we are united , and from whoſe nature a chriſrian life is manife- 
ſred , and this is the Lawb whem we follow, who leads us in his hand, and 
comforts us with the riches of his goodneſs , and we live by him, and his 
wn y orks prayſes him, who is oyer a'l bleflcd tor ever, W .S, 
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